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NOTICE OF ORDINARY MEETING OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

Dear Elected Member & Community Members, 

 

You are respectfully advised the next Ordinary Audit Committee Meeting of 

the Shire of Williams will be held on Wednesday 17 March 2021, in the Shire of 

Williams Council Chambers, 9 Brooking Street, Williams, commencing at 12.00 

pm. 

 
 

 

Geoff McKeown 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

 

 

  

 

DISCLAIMER 
 

No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Williams for any act, omission or 

statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee meetings. The Shire of Williams disclaims 

any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal 

entity on any such act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee 

meetings. Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any statement, act or 

omission made in a Council or Committee meeting does so at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk. 

In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in any discussion 

regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any statement or intimation of approval 

made by a member or officer of the Shire of Williams during the course of any meeting is not intended to 

be and is not to be taken as notice of approval from the Shire of Williams. The Shire of Williams warns that 

anyone who has any application lodged with the Shire of Williams must obtain and should only rely on 

written confirmation of the outcome of the application, and any conditions attaching to the decision 

made by the Shire of Williams in respect of the application. 
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1.0 Declaration of Opening  

 

The President, Cr Logie declared the meeting open at 12.00 noon. 

2.0 Record of Attendance / Apologies / Leave of Absence  

 

Elected Members 

Cr Jarrad Logie – President (Presiding Member) 

Cr Simon Harding 

Cr Gilbert Medlen 

Cr Bernie Panizza 

 

Staff  

Geoff McKeown - Chief Executive Officer 

Cara Ryan - Manager of Finance 

 

3.0 Confirmation of Previous Minutes 

 

3.1 Audit Committee Meeting Held 16/12/2020 

 

Officer’s Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held 16/12/2020, as previously 

circulated, be confirmed as a true and accurate record. 

 

 

Committee Decision 

Harding/Medlen 

That the Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held 16/12/2020, as previously 

circulated, be confirmed as a true and accurate record. 

Carried 4/0 
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4.0 Matters to be discussed  

 

4.1 Compliance Audit Return 

 

File Reference 4.50.00 

Statutory Ref. Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996  

Author & Date Geoff McKeown  3 March 2021 

Attachments Nil 

 

Background 

The Annual Compliance Audit Return for the period 1 January 2020 to 31 December 

2020, is presented for review by Council. 

 

All local governments are required to carry out a Compliance Audit Return (CAR) 

under the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 on an annual basis.  The CAR 

contains a checklist of statutory requirements reported on for a calendar year. 

 

The CAR is to be: 

1. Presented to the Audit Committee for review at a meeting of the Audit 

Committee; 

2. Recommended for Adoption by Council at an Audit Committee Meeting; 

3. Presented to the Council at a meeting of Council; 

4. Adopted by the Council; and 

5. The adoption recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is 

adopted. 

 

Once the CAR has been adopted by Council, a certified copy of the return, along 

with the relevant section of the minutes and any additional information explaining or 

qualifying the CAR is to be submitted to the Director General, Department of Local 

Government, Sport and Cultural Industries by 31 March 2021.  

 

Comment 

The audit was carried out internally, sourcing evidence of compliance from the Shire’s 

own records.  The audit checklist is determined by the Minister of Local Government. 

 

Some areas of noncompliance are noted, primarily relating to the adoption of items 

where it requires an absolute majority recording in the minutes.  

 

Strategic Implications 

This item aligns with the community’s vision and aspirations as contained in the Shire 

of Williams Strategic Community Plan 2017 to 2032.  Specifically, it relates to the 

following strategy(s): 

CL 2.2  Maintain accountability, transparency and financial responsibility. 

CL 4.4 Monitor and ensure compliance with regulatory framework for local 

government business. 

 

Financial Implications 

Nil 
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Voting Requirements  

Simple Majority 

 

Officer’s Recommendation 

That the Audit Committee receives the 2020 Compliance Audit Return and 

recommends to Council that it be endorsed and certified by the Shire President and 

the Chief Executive Officer for submission to the Department of Local Government, 

Sport and Cultural Industries. 

 

Committee Decision 

Medlen/Harding 

That the Audit Committee receives the 2020 Compliance Audit Return and 

recommends to Council that it be endorsed and certified by the Shire President and 

the Chief Executive Officer for submission to the Department of Local Government, 

Sport and Cultural Industries. 

Carried 4/0 
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4.2 2020-21 Budget Review 

 

File Reference 4.21.25 

Statutory Ref. Local Government Act 1995 Section 6.12 (1) 

Author & Date Cara Ryan  10 March 2021 

Attachments Nil 

 

Background 

A Statement of Financial Activity incorporating year to date budget variations and 

forecasts to 30th June 2021 for the period ending 28th February 2021 is presented to the 

Audit Committee to consider and for recommendation to Council for adoption. 

 

The Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, Regulation 33A as 

amended, requires that local governments conduct a budget review between 1 

January and 31 March in each financial year.  The results of the review and 

accompanying report from the review must be presented to Council within 30 days 

of the review.  The review and determination is then to be provided to the Department 

of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries within 30 days of the adoption of 

the review. 

 

The Budget Review has been prepared to include information required by the Local 

Government Act 1995, Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 

and Australian Accounting Standards.  Council adopted a 5% and $5,000 minimum 

for reporting of material variances to be used in the statements of financial activity 

and the annual budget review. 

 

Features of the review as summarised from the detailed financial reports attached are 

as follows: 

 

REVENUE 

Increase in General Purpose component of Federal Assistance 

Grant. 

$8,995 

Unbudgeted Road Safety Campaign Grant Received. $4,159 

Family Day Care income below budget target. ($18,000) 

Childcare Centre income exceeding budget estimates. $50,000 

Contribution from “The Williams” for new copier did not proceed. ($18,000) 

Additional revenue received in Refuse Site Fees. $5,800 

Contribution from Golf Club higher, due to increased mowing hours. $5,000 

Increase in sale of standpipe water. $6,000 

Building permits issued above budget expectations. $5,900 

Additional Private Works undertaken. $11,000 

Reimbursement for Parental Leave payments. $11,560 

TOTAL ADJUSTED REVENUE $72,414 

 

EXPENDITURE 

Wage costs for recreation maintenance higher than budget 

estimate. 

($15,000) 

Unbudgeted expenditure relating to Road Safety Campaign. ($4,159) 
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Wage costs for maintenance of townscape and drainage lower 

than budget estimate.  Re-allocated to recreation maintenance. 

$15,000 

Purchase of “The Williams” copier did not proceed. $18,000 

Depreciation re-allocation between various programs.  Increases 

and decreases reported to through the “Programs” in Budget 

Review Report. 

0.00 

Increase costs in standpipe water, due to increased sales. ($6,000) 

COVID-19 Stimulus Relief – full allocation not required. $8,000 

Increase in costs for Private works. ($11,000) 

Sundry Tools budget included Kubota slasher.  Cost higher than 

capitalisation threshold, therefore added to capital expenditure. 

$5,800 

TOTAL ADJUSTED EXPENDITURE $10,641 

 

CAPITAL REVENUE 

Trade-in of Isuzu Giga higher than budget estimate. $17,000 

CAPITAL FUNDING $17,000 

 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 

Savings on plant replacement program $35,000 

Purchase of Kubota slasher. Allocation from Sundry Tools budget. ($5,800) 

Gravel Sheeting for Culbin Boraning Rd over budget. ($22,057) 

Gravel Sheeting for English Rd under budget. $24,000 

Additional drainage required to complete Brooking St upgrade. ($13,000) 

Drainage project re-allocated to Brooking St upgrade. $12,000 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE $30,143 

 

OTHER ITEMS 

Decrease in Opening Surplus ($5,123) 

Reduced need to transfer funds from Plant Replacement Reserve ($46,200) 

OTHER ITEMS ($51,323) 

 

Comment 

Through the budget review process one item has been identified as unbudgeted 

expenditure and as such requires endorsement by Council.  This is for the expenditure 

incurred for the Road Safety Campaign of $4,159.  This will not impact on the closing 

surplus, as a grant has been received for the same value. 

 

Strategic Implications 

This item aligns with the community’s vision and aspirations as contained in the Shire 

of Williams Strategic Community Plan 2017 to 2032.  Specifically, it relates to the 

following strategy(s): 

CL 2.2  Maintain accountability, transparency and financial responsibility. 

 

Financial Implications 

Due to the combined value of the above adjustments the balanced budget is now 

predicted to have a surplus of $78,875. 

 

Voting Requirements  

Simple Majority 
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Officer’s Recommendation 

That the Audit Committee recommends to Council that it adopt the 2020-2021 Budget 

Review completed by senior staff.  Further, it be recommended to Council that it 

approve unbudgeted expenditure of $4,159 for the Road Safety Program Grant. 
 

Committee Decision 

Harding/Panizza 

That the Audit Committee recommends to Council that it adopt the 2020-2021 Budget 

Review completed by senior staff.  Further, it be recommended to Council that it 

approve unbudgeted expenditure of $4,159 for the Road Safety Program Grant. 

Carried 4/0 
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5.0 Business of Urgent Nature 

 

6.0 Closure of Meeting 

 

Cr Logie declared the meeting closed at 12.30pm. 

 


