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O 1.4 Buildings – Use of Sea Containers and  

Transportable Structures Policy 

 

OBJECTIVE 

• To protect the amenity of the Williams townsite by ensuring that the visual impact of any 

proposal to use a sea container or transportable structure is minimised. 

• To specify the circumstances under which the Shire may permit the use of sea containers or 

transportable structures within the Williams townsite. 

• To outline the procedures required to be followed in seeking Council’s approval to the use of 

sea containers or transportable structures within the Williams townsite. 

 

 

STATEMENT 

The use of sea containers and transportable structures for purposes other than the transportation of 

goods (e.g. storage, shed, workshop etc.) has the potential to have a negative impact upon the visual 

amenity of areas in which they are located due to the general size and appearance of such 

structures.  In order to guard against the potential negative impact of such usage the Shire requires 

that all proposals of this type be submitted to Council for its formal planning approval prior to 

commencement. 

 

 

GUIDELINES 

The use of sea containers or transportable structures within the Williams townsite for purposes other 

than the transportation of goods is generally not permitted.  Council may however issue its planning 

consent for the use of such structures for purposes other than the transportation of goods where all of 

the following circumstances apply: 

• Where the land the subject of such an application is zoned Commercial, Industrial or Rural; 

• Where the structure is located on the land so as to be effectively screened from public view; 

• Where the height of such structures does not exceed 3 metres.  

All applications for planning approval to use a sea container or transportable structure is to be made 

in the form prescribed in Schedule 2 of the Shire of Williams Town Planning Scheme No.2 and to be 

accompanied by the following information: 

• Details of the proposed use of the structure; 

• Details of the dimensions and finish of the proposed structure; 

• A photo of the proposed structure; 

• Details of the structure’s proposed location on the subject land; and 

• The proposed method of screening. 

In considering any application for planning consent to use a sea container or transportable structure 

within the Williams townsite, Council is to have regard to the objectives and provisions of its Town 

Planning Scheme and may take into account any matters relevant to Town and Regional Planning, 

the public interest in general and the locality surrounding the proposed development in particular. 

Where a sea container is being used to transport goods it is not permitted to remain on any land within 

the Williams townsite for a period exceeding twenty eight (28) days without Council’s approval. 

Conversion to a building for habitation 

Sea containers or transportable structures shall not be used for habitable purposes, unless 

development approval is obtained and the structure(s) complies with Shire of Williams Town Planning 
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Scheme, the Building Code of Australia, Public Health Act 2016 and Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) 

Act 1911 as a habitable unit. The local government will have regard to other Local Planning Policies 

as relevant. 

 

Responsible Officer Chief Executive Officer 

Environmental Health Officer and Building Inspector 

History Adopted 19 September 2007 (Resolution 59/08) 

Minor update – revised language 21 April 2021 (Resolution 97/21) 

Review and update October 2025 (Resolution 172/25) 

Delegation BLD 1 - Building Matters Permits, Certificates and Orders 

BLD 4 – Building Licences 

PLN 1 – Planning Matters 

Relevant Legislation Planning and Development Act 2005 

Building Act 2011 
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